
1 
 

 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 

Private Bag X424, Pretoria, 0001, South Africa. Tel. (+27 12) 444 6780, Fax (+27 12) 444 7027 
Private Bag X9154, Cape Town, 8000, South Africa. Tel. (+27 21) 469 5800, Fax: (+27 21) 465 3216 

 
 
MEDIA STATEMENT  
 
DATE: 15 FEBRUARY 2026  
 
THE MINISTER OF TOURISM ECHOES THE PRESIDENT’S REMARKS ON TOURISM IN 

THE STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS 
 

The Minister of Tourism, Patricia de Lille, welcomes President Cyril Ramaphosa’s remarks in 
the 2026 State of the Nation Address, that Tourism is a vital driver of economic growth and 
job creation. 
 
“Tourism continues to play a central role in strengthening South Africa’s economy and 
supporting livelihoods across the country. With the 10.5 million visitors recorded last year, 
the sector is delivering real and measurable impact for communities, sustaining jobs and 
creating opportunities for small businesses and tourism enterprises in every province,” said 
Minister de Lille.   
 
The Minister further echoed the President’s emphasis on promoting South Africa’s unique 
cultural, historical and natural attractions, noting that this reinforces the importance of 
building a tourism offering that reflects the country’s identity and spreads opportunity across 
both urban and rural areas. 
 
“As we diversify our Tourism offerings, the hidden gems in townships, rural areas as well the 
small dorpies are vital to that strategy. From local festivals and crafts to heritage sites and 
natural landscapes, tourism remains one of the most powerful platforms through which 
South Africa can showcase its richness to the world, while ensuring that the benefits of 
tourism reach communities in all parts of our country,” Minister de Lille added.   
 
Tourism is part of the 5 sectors that have been included in the Government of National 
Unity’s Growth and Inclusion Strategy (GAINS). The strategy aims to accelerate economic 
growth, in line with the 3 priorities of the GNU.  
 
These priorities are:   
 
* Inclusive Economic Growth and Job 
* Poverty Alleviation and Cost of Living 
* Capable and Ethical State 
 
Minister de Lille also welcomed the President’s commitment that Department of Home 
Affairs will expand the Electronic Travel Authorisation system to all visa-required countries, 
enabling visa applications to be processed digitally within 24 hours. 
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“This is a significant step forward in strengthening access, improving the visitor experience, 
and enhancing South Africa’s competitiveness as a destination of choice in the global 
tourism market. The ETA on its full roll out will create between 80 000 to 100 000 jobs,” she 
said.   
 
Tourism remains a powerful national asset and a key pillar of South Africa’s growth agenda. 
The Minister reaffirmed the Department’s commitment to continue to work with communities 
and the private sector to build on this momentum through the implementation of the Tourism 
Growth Partnership Plan. It will drive demand, unlock further investment, and ensure that 
tourism continues to create shared prosperity for all South Africans in the year ahead. 
 
THE END 
 
For streaming links, images, videos and further information please scan the QR Code and join 
the Tourism Department’s National Multimedia WhatsApp Group. 
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